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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an illumination 
device for which an easily producible and Inexpensive 
polarizing plate separator consisting of fiat muttilayered 
films of dielectric substances is used and which is low in 
absorption loss and has a high degree of polarization and 
high uniformity of light by forming a light transmission 
body so that its thickness is smaller as going further from 
a light source, and providing its exit side v\^h a polarized 
light separating means and providing the surface of the 
polarized light separating means with an optical path 
changing means. 

SOLUTION: The light transmission body is so formed as 
to be smaller in its thickness as going further from the 
light source. The light transmission body has the 
polarized light separating mans on its exit side and has 
the optical path changing means for emitting the light in 
the direction nearly normal to the exit surface of the light 
transmission body by changing the optical path on the 
polarized light separating means. Namely, the polarized 
light separating means 40 consisting of the multilayered 
films of the dielectric substances is arranged on the 
wedge type light transmission body 30. Further, a prism 
array sheet is arranged as the optical path changing 
means 50 thereon. The vertex 51 thereof is specified to 
65" and a prescribed polymer film is used thereon as a 
light scattering body 60°. 
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